
SANTA YNEZ COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:   Board of Directors 

FROM:  Loch Dreizler, General Manager 

DATE:  December 20, 2023 

SUBJECT: Calle Pico Mainline Wastewater Extension – Consider Options for Trench Backfill 
Material Options.   

 
Proposed Motion / Recommendation 
Discuss the use of Detail S-S.2 (Na�ve Soil) instead of Detail S-2.3 (Slurry) for the na�ve soil 
por�on of the proposed u�lity trench. Including an Agreement between the Santa Ynez 
Community Services District and John and Margaret Mar�n.  
Recommendation: Staff recommends approval with conditions. 

Proposed Motion #1: Approve District Detail S-S.2 native soil trench backfill instead of using 
Detail S-2.3 slurry trench backfill only under the conditions outlined in this memorandum, 
board discussion, and the attached agreement.   

Alternatives for Consideration 
1. Modify any conditions from the proposed motion or to the attached/distributed agreement.    
2. Do not offer a motion – effectively requiring the slurry trench backfill detail S-S.3 

Policy Implications 
• After subsidence on private driveways/properties adjacent to the Horizon Drive project, the 

District added three new trench backfill details to their design standards (see attached). A 
fundamental responsibility of the Board is to ensure an efficient use of the District's 
resources.   

Fiscal Implications 
• There are no direct financial implications to the District. However, there is a possibility that 

the District could spend additional funds if the trenching area of the mainline installation 
subsides after the 5-year assurances end.   

Discussion 
Jack Martin, a property owner on Calle Pico, began working with the District to extend the 
mainline on Calle Pico in October of 2022. However, at a wastewater committee meeting in 
December of 2022, Mr. Martin realized that it would likely be more cost and time-efficient to 
take on the responsibility of extending the mainline by himself, with help from his neighbors, 
including recording utility easements for the District’s future repairs on the infrastructure.  

Additionally, Mr. Martin will work with Hanly General Engineering Corporation, a reputable 
local firm with years of experience in underground utilities and public/residential excavation 
projects. Based on Mr. Hanly's local knowledge, he believes the new District standard detail -   
S-S.2 will be adequate for minimizing subsidence in the proposed trench with the proper 
compaction. He will warranty his work for two years, and Mr. Martin will maintain any 
subsidence for 3 years beyond Mr. Hanly's two years for a total of five years. Staff believes that 
this guarantee, along with using new District trench details, lab observations, sampling, and 
other project differences, will provide adequate assurance to determine the efficacy of the 
trench backfill over five years.  
 



Comparison Chart between Calle Pico and Horizon Drive 
 

 Calle Pico Difference  Horizon Drive                    (Hart 
Driveway) 

District Standard Details    
Previous Standard Detail Not Available District Standard Detail  
S-2.1 (Slurry)  At Roadway – District Detail County Standards  
S-2.2 (Native Compact) Not roadways/driveways   Not Applicable  
S-2.3 (Slurry)  At Easement on Hart Property  Not Applicable 

Compaction Testing By: Pacific Material Laboratory Geo-Solutions 
Day to Day Vehicles Not a driveway Sanja Cota & Hart Driveway 
New Native Soil Detail  S-2.2 – New District Standard We used a different detail 
12" Lifts* In Specifications  Unspecified in As-Builts Dwgs  
Contractor Hanly Engineering Corp Specialty Construction  
Contractor Location  Santa Ynez Valley  San Luis Obispo 
Project Managed by  Martin / Hanly SYCSD Project Manager  
Subsidence Assurance See Attached/Distributed Agreement   1 Year – Standard Timeline 

*12-inch Lifts: The thickness of each compacted layer to fill the trench. The number of passes required to obtain the required 
compaction depends on the lift thickness, contact pressure, and soil moisture content. However, the laboratory will provide the 
number of passes of a specific compaction machine for the soil type. 
Determining lift thickness and number of passes may not be enough to get desirable compaction because soil properties 
and moisture content may vary. Therefore, the compaction process should be supervised, and suitable changes should be 
made to achieve uniform compaction throughout the project. 
 
Typical Trench Detail Use 
S-2.1 – to be used under all paved areas on Calle Pico – Yellow west side of easement 
S-2.2 – to be used in all areas other than paved and the Hart Easement – Green in the middle 
S-2.3 – to be used in the Hart Easement – Red area on the East of Easement 

Calle Pico Easement  
 

 
 

Attachments:  
1. District’s New Trench Details 
2. DRAFT Agreement with John and Margaret Martin (to be distributed at the Board meeting). 

https://theconstructor.org/geotechnical/soil-moisture-content-dry-density-relationship/6947/
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